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EAST HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES

DATE & TIME: February 26, 2014 7:00 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: Present: Dwight Rohrer, Keith Falco, Andy Weaver,
       Mike Lehr, Ann Byrne, Jim Hackett

Absent: Jim Fullerton

Others Present: Andrew Stern, Director of Planning & Development
Rob Visniski, RAV Associates
Robert Krimmel, Township Manager

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – The meeting was called to order by Dwight Rohrer, Vice- 
Chairman, at 7:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Comment – None

Minutes

Mr. Falco made a motion to correct the previously approved January 29, 2014 minutes to change “Mr. 
Byrne” to “Mrs. Byrne”.  Mrs. Byrne seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0.

Mr. Falco made a motion to approve the February 12, 2014 minutes as written.  Mr. Lehr seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 4-0-2 with Mrs. Byrne and Mr. Hackett abstaining due to absence.

Zoning & SALDO Draft Ordinance Review

The timeline was discussed by Mr. Stern as follows:
1. Planning Commission can hold discussions at their regular meetings and can also schedule other 

times to meet for work sessions. (March 12, 2014 is a full agenda for the PC)
2. One of the Planning Commission meetings must be advertised in the legal section of the 

newspaper as required by the MPC.
3. The suggested timeline adopted by the Board of Supervisors shows the Planning Commission 

completing their review by April 9, 2014 at which time a recommendation and comments would 
be forwarded to the Board of Supervisors.

Mr. Rohrer asked for any comments or questions from the audience.

Greg Strausser of Strausser Engineering spoke on behalf of Melvin Weaver a business owner in the 
township.  He stated that Mr. Weaver is in full support of the new designated Rural Business Zone and is 
pleased that his property will be changed to this zoning.
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Mrs. Byrne asked if any consideration has been given to include in the ordinance the use of pervious 
material for parking requirements; such as a portion of the paving being pervious and tying into 
stormwater management.  Mr. Visniski stated that it’s in the Stormwater Ordinance and under the Zoning 
Ordinance it’s addressed as part of lot coverage.

Mr. Falco questioned the definition of “Building” in the ordinance and whether that would pertain to 
inflatable structures.  It was agreed that the scope of what would be considered a building should be 
looked at.  Mr. Rohrer stated that there are temporary structures in the farming community that you 
wouldn’t necessarily want to fall into the category of a “Building”.  Mr. Weaver stated that an inflatable 
dome or something of that nature might fall under “Structure” instead of “Building”.  Mr. Rohrer asked if 
the township has received any comments from the township solicitor.  Mr. Stern stated that the township 
should be receiving the solicitor’s review in approximately two weeks.

Mr. Rohrer stated that the Rural Business Zone should be looked at carefully as there are probably going 
to be property owners interested in giving their opinions with regard to whether their properties might be 
de-valued because of the use of the word “Rural”.

Mr. Rohrer addressed the confusion caused by using the term “Ag Holding” as a zoning district. Mr. Lehr 
stated that maybe a new name should be considered.  Mr. Falco suggested possibly calling them “Growth 
Opportunity Zones”.  This would be in keeping with what the County lists them as. Mr. Bingham stated 
that when those Ag Holding parcels were originally created, each one had a description of what they 
could possibly become which could be another answer.  

At this time Mr. Rohrer closed discussion.

Plan Discussion

Fairmont
13-14-PP
Preliminary Plan

Present were Rob Derck and Jim Shultz from Charter Homes and Dave Kegerize from LRHA.

Mr. Derck gave a brief overview of the Fairmont plan and discussed the previous modifications that they 
will no longer be requesting.  He presented a plan that was revised to reflect these changes.  These are as 
follows:

1. The housing ratio mix will revert back to 65% single, 25% townhomes, and the remainder in 
duplexes.

2. The modification of minimum and maximum lot area and lot coverage will now meet the 
ordinance.

3. The request for open space lots is now back to lots with street access in the front.
4.&5. Those modifications are both canceled.

There was a brief discussion on the open space and future roadway connections.

Mr. Derck also stated that a special exception request has been filed with the Zoning Hearing Board 
regarding the location of water and sewer lines and bridge work within the floodplain.  They will also be 
looking for a recommendation to the Zoning Hearing Board from the Planning Commission for this work. 
Both the Preliminary Plan and the special exception review will be on the March 12, 2014 Planning 
Commission agenda.
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Other Business

Dean Severson of Lancaster County Planning Commission introduced himself and said he will be the new 
LCPC representative to East Hempfield Township while Pat Kadel is off.

Mr. Falco asked if there was anything being done about Spooky Nook Sports traffic issues.  Mr. Krimmel 
stated that the township has met with Mr. Beiler and his engineer and issues are being investigated and 
addressed.

Plan Introductions – None

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.


